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judgment was trampled underfoot. "Clerical Junius" was
now almost as violent as Barnardo's assailants, and by
vigorously returning abuse for abuse he succeeded only in
embarrassing the friend he desired to defend.
Now, in passing, it should be observed that, owing to
the vow of secrecy between Barnardo and "Clerical Junius",
the authorship of those documents has never been made
public, and only two persons alive to-day could penetrate
that secret; both of whom are pledged to silence. But this
much is now known: the writer was an Irish DJD. of con-
siderable influence, who for years had shown an active interest
in the Mission's endeavour. And the fact that he was a warm
friend of Barnardo created a delicate situation later on.
Far, then, from silencing the mad onsets upon Bamardo's
work, this second letter, by answering invective with
invective, inflamed passions to a raging blaze. Immediately
Barnardo's opponents threw out the accusation that "Clerical
Junius" was none other than Barnardo himself; so forthwith
they accused him of gilding his own work and abusing
those who criticized him in any way. The valiant champion,
therefore, in his attempt to lay low Barnardo's foes, had only
stripped from his hero his finest defence—a trustful calm.
Barnardo, on seeing this second letter in print, realized
with a shock his defender's lack of self-control, and, though
he appreciated the motive behind his friend's reply, he
nevertheless felt duty-bound to repudiate the letter. Con-
sequently, on October 2nd, in The East London Observer;
there appeared a communication signed by Barnardo, in
which he not only disowned the authorship of both "Clerical
Junius" letters, but denounced the second as "atrocious" and
"abominable", adding: "Well may I say, 'Save me from
my friends!' For such friends would ruin the best Cause."
To relieve the passionate situation following the publication
of the second "Clerical Junius" letter, conciliators got

